














WETA UK Highlights

Shakespeare: Rise of a Genius

Thursdays, April 9, 16 & 23
at 8 p.m. on WETA UK
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Kate: The Making

of a Princess

Thursdays, April 9, 16 & 23
at 9 p.m. on WETA UK
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Dalgliesh, Series 2

9:30 p.m. Mondays starting
April 13 on WETA UK
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For full schedules and program information, visit weta.org.

AMERICAN PUBLIC TELEVISION

ALAMY/AMERICAN PUBLIC TELEVISION
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90.9 FM Washington
89.1 FM Hagerstown

WETA Classical; &=

WETA Classical App

NSO Showcase:
Britten and Bruckner
Wednesday, April1at9 p.m.

Benjamin Britten dedicated his Symphony for Cello and
Orchestra to his great friend Mstislav Rostropovich, who
premiered it in Moscow in 1964. Rostropovich would later
become the National Symphony Orchestra’s music director
and appointed David Hardy as associate principal cello in 1981.
All of this history comes together in an NSO performance —
airing April 1 on NSO Showcase — of Benjamin Britten’s Ce/lo
Symphony, featuring Hardy, and conducted by Gianandrea
Noseda. The Maestro also leads the orchestra in Bruckner’s
expressive Symphony No. 6.

ELMAN STUDIO

Choral Showcase in April
Sundays at 9 p.m.

Cboml Showcase opens the month on Easter Sunday, April 5 with George
Frideric Handel’s monumental Messiah. Then, on April 12, the broadcast
features two works inspired by artwork created by prisoners at Terezin
concentration camp between 1941 and 1944 — Vedem by Montgomery
County-based composer Lori Laitman, and 7 Never Saw Another Butterfly
by Charles Davidson — to commemorate Yom HaShoah, or International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. Rounding out the month is music of
redemption and transcendence as Choral Showcase features Gustav Mahler’s
Symphony No. 2, “Resurrection” on April 19 and Dame Ethel Smyth’s
symphony-oratorio 7he Prison on April 26. Tune in Sundays at 9 p.m.

BRITTANY FLORENZ

Local composer Lori Laitman

Opera Matinee:
Saariaho’s Innocence
Saturday, April18 at1 p.m.

The Metropolitan Opera in New York presents
the new production and Met premiere of
Innocence by Finnish composer Kaija Saariaho
in a live broadcast on Saturday, April 18 at 1 p.m.
Saariaho’s final work, Innocence is a psychological
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thriller that focuses on the aftermath of a tragic
Ascene from Kaija Saariaho’s Innocence school shooting and how it affects families over

time. This performance on Opera Matinee features
renowned mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato and Finnish ethno-pop singer Vilma Yaa. Additional 1 p.m. Saturday
Met opera presentations this month are Ponchielli’s La Gioconda (April 4); Mozart’s Don Giovanni (April 11);
and Bellini’s La Sonnambula (April 25).

Stream WETA Classical, WETA VivaLaVoce & WETA Virtuoso at wetaclassical.org and on the App



Classical for Washington

Edmond Dédé’s
Rediscovered Opera
Comes to WETA Virtuoso

Morgiane, ou le Sultan d’Ispahan
airs April 22 at 2 p.m.

By Nicole Lacroix, On-Air Host

M orgiane, ou le Sultan
d’Ispahan, is believed to be the
earliest extant opera written by

a Black American composer —
Edmond Dédé. Dédé was born

a fourth-generation free Black
Créole in New Orleans in 1827
and fled to France before the Civil
War. He audited classes at the
Paris Conservatoire and made a

©JENNIFER PACKARD; COURTESY OPERA LAFAYETTE

career in Bordeaux as a conductor l

and composer of concert, theater Soprano Nicole Cabell and Opera Lafayette Orchestra,
with Patrick Dupre Quigley conducting, at the Morgiane
world premiere at D.C.'s Lincoln Theatre, Feb. 3, 2025

and popular, “café” music. His 1887
“grand opera” Morgiane languished
in manuscript form for more than
120 years until it was discovered at a Harvard library in 2008. Givonna Joseph of New Orleans’ OperaCréole
partnered with Patrick Dupre Quigley of D.C.’s Opera Lafayette to bring this long-forgotten opera to life.

With a libretto by Louis Brunet, a Bordelais journalist, Morgiane is a light rescue opera and reflects the
19th-century French fascination with Persia, whose culture inspired many works of art, literature and music. In
four acts, the opera tells the story of Morgiane, whose daughter Amine discovers that her beloved father is in fact
her stepfather. Amine is then kidnapped on her wedding day by minions of the Sultan of Ispahan, who wants to
add her to his harem. Disguising themselves as entertainers, her parents
and fiancé rush to her aid but are captured and sentenced to death by the
Sultan’s forces. Morgiane saves the day when she admits that she is actually
the Sultan’s former wife, and that Amine is his daughter. All is forgiven,
amidst much rejoicing.

Opera Lafayette Artistic Director Patrick Quigley describes Dédé’s music
as “both exciting and innovative, combining a European style and overtones
of Southern Americana and brass band music with virtuosic, tour-de-force

vocal writing.” Alex Ross of The New Yorker agrees: “Morgiane gives the OperaCreéole Enssmble + Opera Lafayetts Orchestra
Patrick Dupre Quigley

impression that Dédé was steeped in opera from an early age. He knows EDMOND DEDE

all the tricks.” MORGIANE, OU, LE SULTAN D’ISPAHAN

DELOS

You will get a chance to hear a performance of Morgiane by Opera Lafayette Orchestra and OperaCréole
Ensemble along with commentary by its “musical parents,” Patrick Quigley and Givonna Joseph, on WETA
Virtuoso on Wednesday, April 22 at 2 p.m. and on WETA VivaLaVoce as the “Opera at 8” on Wednesday, April 29.

WETA Classical: 90.9 FM Greater Washington/89.1 FM Hagerstown/88.9 FM Frederick



WETA+ with PBS Passport

Stream news, drama, history and
much more on WETA+, our free
streaming service; see page 4 for
details. For access to even more
programs, get WETA+ with PBS
Passport! You're ready to activate
now at pbs.org/passport if you see a
four-word activation code above your
name and address at left; or go to
weta.org/passport to make your
qualifying donation to start enjoying
WETA+ with PBS Passport today.

ADVERTISEMENT

Photo of Wendell Pierce for
Othello by Patric Shaw.

sy WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR
precten sy SIMON GODWIN

EXTENDED—MAY 19-JUN 28
HARMAN HALL

ON SALE NOW ShakespeareTheatre.org | 202.5471122



