NATALIE COLE

A multiple GRAMMY-winning R&B and jazz vocalist, Cole’s passion for Latin music was first inspired by the pioneering Spanish-language albums of her father, legendary crooner Nat King Cole. Her first Latin album, Natalie Cole En Español, debuted at No. 1 on the Latin pop albums chart. A celebration of the most memorable standards from Latin music’s great composers, the album features duets with Andrea Bocelli and Juan Luis Guerra, and a special duet with her father on the song “Acércate Más.” Cole is spokesperson for the University Kidney Research Organization.

LILA DOWNS

A celebrated Mexican-American singer-songwriter and actress, Downs’ musical style is distinctly multicultural in its combination of traditional Mexican musical influences with other global sounds, seamlessly combining the melodies of indigenous Mesoamerica with jazz, blues, soul and rock. Her latest album, Pecados y Milagros, won a GRAMMY and a Latin GRAMMY. She performs regularly with her band, La Misteriosa, in some of the most prestigious venues in the world including Carnegie Hall and the Auditorio Nacional de México. Downs is also a recipient of the United States Artists Fellowship Award.

GLORIA ESTEFAN

An international superstar, Estefan has sold more than 100 million records, recorded more than two dozen albums throughout a long and prolific career, and become an icon and role model for Latinos the world over. She has won seven GRAMMY Awards and is an accomplished songwriter, actress, children’s book author and philanthropist. Estefan’s new album, The Standards, is a multilingual collection from the American Songbook. It was released September 10, and features collaborations with the award- winning Laura Pausini, violinist Joshua Bell and saxophonist Dave Koz.

GREGG FIELD

Six-time GRAMMY winner and “Producer of the Year” Latin GRAMMY recipient, Field is one of the most versatile and highly sought-after producers, musicians and educators in music. He has recorded with musical luminaries Frank Sinatra, Barbara Streisand and Plácido Domingo. Field has performed with numerous symphonies worldwide and has appeared on 42 GRAMMY-nominated recordings. He is chairman of the board of the University of Southern California Thornton School of Music and has served as a trustee of the Recording Academy.

RAUL MALO

An accomplished singer, guitarist and record producer, Malo’s strong melodies merge rhythms and instruments from the genres of classic country, jazz, Latin and rock ’n’ roll. His newest solo album, Sinners & Saints, was inspired by zarzuelas, improvised artistic collaborations between dancers and guitarists, which captivated him as a young child growing up in Miami. He is lead singer of the GRAMMY-winning quintet The Mavericks, whose highly praised new record, after a 10-year hiatus, is In Time.

RICKY MARTIN

With sales of 60 million albums, Ricky Martin is the leading Latin music artist of his generation. Billboard hails the GRAMMY and multiple Latin GRAMMY winner as “an international pop icon and Latin music’s global ambassador.” Following a critically praised Broadway run in Evita, Martin is preparing the release of his first children’s book and a new album in 2014. The recently released advance song “Come With Me” is already Martin’s 29th top-20 hit. He is also the founder of the Ricky Martin Foundation, which advocates for children’s rights around the world.

PRINCE ROYCE
A native of New York, Prince Royce has been a rising star in the Latin music industry in recent years. A singer-songwriter-producer, he has had two multi-platinum albums and has sold out shows at prominent music venues, including Radio City Music Hall and the Nokia Theater. A three- time Latin GRAMMY nominee, Prince Royce has won 16 Latin Billboard Awards, 13 Premios Lo Nuestro and 17 Premios Juventud. In 2012, he garnered a Latin Billboard Award for Composer of the Year, becoming the youngest person ever to receive the honor.
ARTURO SANDOVAL
A protégé of the legendary jazz master Dizzy Gillespie, Sandoval, born in Cuba, began studying classical trumpet at age 12. He is today one of the world’s most acknowledged guardians of jazz trumpet and flugelhorn, as well as a renowned classical artist, pianist and composer. Sandoval has received nine GRAMMY Awards and been nominated 17 times; he has also received six Billboard Awards and one Emmy Award. This year Sandoval will be awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States’ highest civilian honor.

ROMEO SANTOS

The “King of Bachata,” Santos is both a multi-platinum solo artist and the principal writer/vocalist for chart-topping supergroup Aventura. Santos’ Formula Vol. 1 was the best-selling Latin album of 2012, spending four months at No. 1 and producing five No. 1 singles. Last year also saw Santos sell more tickets at Madison Square Garden than any other artist. The follow-up album, Formula Vol. 2, is expected early next year, with the first advance single “Propuesta Indecente” already No. 1 on the Latin digital sales chart.

ALEJANDRO SANZ

Spanish singer, songwriter, composer and dedicated philanthropist, Sanz is one of the world’s most renowned Latino artists, having won three GRAMMYs and 16 Latin GRAMMYs. His latest album is La Música No Se Toca. Sanz has received the White House Vision Award for his work through the Hispanic Heritage Foundation and has been honored by the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers in recognition of his contributions to Latin music. Sanz is spokesperson for Doctors Without Borders, Save the Children and Greenpeace.

MARCO ANTONIO SOLÍS

Solís is a multiple-Latin GRAMMY winner, Mexican singer-songwriter and composer. He began his career as front man for the iconic Mexican band Los Bukis, and today Solís is known worldwide as a charismatic solo artist. His most recent album, En Total Plenitud, is certified platinum. Solís’ songs continue to be an integral part of the lives of millions of Spanish speakers around the world. In August 2010, Solís received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.
